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public would have submitted; the agitation might have
worn itself out; and a moderate Income Tax might
perhaps have now formed a part of the permanent
revenues of the country. But the Government im-
posed the tax confessedly as a temporary expedient for
a single year: imposed it at a rate which the people
of India declared with one consent, and in a most
unrnistakeable tone, to be excessive; and the Indian
Income Tax was doomed from that day.

The events of the year 1870-71 convinced Lord
Mayo that the solvency of the Empire was secured.
He felt that he had only to pursue his course of
rigid economy in order to prevent a recurrence of
deficit, and in 1871-72 he reduced the Income Tax
to one-third, or i^th per cent. The finances still
continued to show an upward tendenc)', and during
the last month of Lord Mayo's life he was engaged
in anxiously considering whether he could not do
without the Income Tax altogether. On the fatal
voyage across the Bay of Bengal, the subject was
constantly present in his mind, and I have the best
authority for stating that his final utterances on the
question pointed to the removal of the tax at the end
of the financial year. Before that time arrived, his
body was being borne to its resting-place in Ireland,
and it was left to his successor, after a further recon-
sideration, to abolish the tax.

It would ill become a private critic to speak with
anything like dogmatism touching a matter to which
the collective wisdom of the Government of India has
been thus continuously and thus strenuously directed.